
Welcome, Ranger!
To become a junior ranger at Pinnacles National Park:

» Complete at least six activities in this book

» Stop by Pinnacles Visitor Center, Bear Gulch Nature Center, or the West   
 Visitor Contact Station to show your book to a ranger or mail it   
 to Pinnacles National Park 5000 Hyw 146 Paicines, CA 95043 

» Complete the pledge and certificate on the last page of this book

Look for activities for your age group by checking for these symbols at the top of each page:

Challenge yourself!

Acorn Woodpecker - Ages 3 to 6

Coyote - Ages 7 to 10

Condor - Ages 11 and up

You can do  
any activities you'd  
like, as long as you  

complete six.



Look Closely at this picture of people camping at Pinnacles.  
circle those children who are doing something that helps protect the Park.   
Draw an "X" on the actions that might harm the Park.

Name another way to protect the park:

What’s Happening?



What do they feel like?  

What colors are they? 

Likin' Lichen
Lichen (like-in) is not a plant, but a fungus and algae living together, helping each 
other survive. Lichen makes its food from the sunlight and absorbs nutrients from 
the air and rain. Lichen looks like splotches of paint on rocks or hairy beards 
growing on trees.  

Find a rock that has lots of lichen on it and draw it here!

It's easy to  
confuse lichen with moss. 
If you see tiny leaves,  
it's probably moss.



small chunks of rock 
inside

more than one color

wavy lines

rough bumps

a smooth texture 

What color is it?

Why should you not take the rock with you? 

Rock Gawk

Almost all the rocks you find at Pinnacles came from a huge volcanic field. If you 
look closely at the rocks, you can find clues that show they are volcanic.  

 

Draw your rock here 

Find a rock to look at. Examine your rock closely.
 
Does it have...

yes              no



Buckeye Seasons
California buckeyes have adapted to the hot, dry summers of Pinnacles. They lose 
their leaves in summer to save water. In autumn, buckeye nuts hang from the bare 
branches. After winter rain, they sprout new leaves. The nuts fall to the ground, 
sprout roots, and grow into new trees.

a u t u m n

s p r i n gs u m m e r

w i n t e r

Draw buckeye 
nuts hanging 

from the branches 
in autumn

Draw leaves 
beginning 
to grow in 

winter

Draw fallen leaves 
below the tree in 

summer.
Draw flowers 
that bloom 

in the spring 



Build a Talus Cave
The caves at Pinnacles were made when boulders fell down into narrow 
canyons and got stuck. Jumbles of fallen rock are called talus. This makes 
dark, quiet passages that are important habitats for some animals.

Connect the dots 
to create a  
talus cave!

Shade the area 
under the talus 
Boulders to make 
a dark passage.
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Draw one in the cave!
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Discover Pinnacles

Make a box around  
a good place for bats  

to live.

Draw a  
triangle around the  

highest peak.

Draw an X on a place 
where you can find help 

in an emergency.

Put a star next  
to a place that's 
hard to get to.

Bear Gulch 
Nature Center
1260 ft. 

Pinnacles
Visitor Center

Pinnacles 
Campground

Bear Gulch 
Cave

North Chalone 
Peak
3304 ft.

South Chalone 
Peak
3269 ft. 

West Visitor 
Contact Station

Balconies Cave

Old Pinnacles
Trailhead

North Wilderness 
Trail

South 
Wilderness 
Trail

High  
Peaks

Overlook

Balconies
Cliffs

Machete  
Ridge

Reservoir

Private 
Property

Chapparal 
Parking Lot

Label your favorite 
Pinnacles Trail.

Circle a place  
where you can Camp.

West Entrance

East Entrance



Coyote maze
Coyotes can range up to 40 miles away from their den to look for food. 
This Coyote has traveled too Far. Help the coyote Find its way Back. 



Sometimes we’re so busy hiking, we forget to stop and look at the small things. 
Small animals and plants can be interesting, even though they’re tiny. You may be 
surprised at how much life there is in a small area!

Find a place outdoors where it’s comfortable to sit. Choose an area as wide and far 
as you can reach, and mark it with a few twigs or stones. 

Make a sketch of your area:

    

What did you find?

Were you surprised by how much you found?

Micro Hike



Match each symbol with its meaning:         
          Draw your own symbol:

Dogs must be on a leash

Outdoor exhibit

Amphitheater

Park information

Campground         

Watch for falling rocks      What does it mean?

Drinking water                                                                  

Recycling location

What do these symbols mean?

Advanced: Why do parks use symbols on their signs and maps?

Map Symbols

M 
: 
7
u 
l 
` 
" 
−

â    î    U



 

Look for chaparral anywhere in the park. It’s not a single plant, but a name for 
many kinds of shrubby trees with small, leathery leaves. Chaparral plants grow in 
areas where summers are hot and dry, and they have many tricks to help them live 
through many months without rain. 

Look at some of the ways that chaparral Shrubs keep cool.
Draw the plants you find to fill in the blank squares. Try to find three in a row!

Chaparral Bingo

tiny leaves small flowers

strong smelling flowers

fuzzy plants

leathery leaves

waxy leaves

pale leaves"needle" leaves

spiny leaves



The plants at Pinnacles were used for human remedies long before the area 
became a national park.  For nearly 10,000 years, the Mutsun and Chalone 
people lived seasonally at Pinnacles to dance, pray, and gather plants for human 
use.  Today, the park works with tribal people to restore traditional practices 
and restore habitats. 

Below is a list of human needs and the matching plants the Mutsun used as remedies.   
What do you use today for those same needs? 

  

  
  
  

Can you think of any other Pinnacles plants that can be used by humans?

Plant             Use

Remember: Plants are protected at Pinnacles. Don't Pick or eat random plants!

Human Needs    Mutsun Plant Remedy      What do you use?

Wash Hair    Bracken fern paste  
  
Cure a stomachache    Basket plant   
  
Cure sore throat      Honeysuckle fruit paste  
  
Wash laundry   Soap root bulb foam  
  
Treat painful scrapes    Violet plant juice  
  
Treat infected wounds  Cordage plant 

Useful Plants



Sky Predators

3

4

Word Bank
eagle
owls
vision
falcon
talons

carnivore
kite

kestrel
nest

ACROSS
4.  These claws at the end of a    
 raptor’s foot help in hunting prey.

5.  Raptors use this sense to locate   
 prey from over a mile away.

7. This large raptor has feathers all the  
 way down its legs to its talons.

9. This is the smallest type of falcon at  
 Pinnacles. 

DOWN
1.  This raptor has pointed wings and is the  
 fastest creature in the world.

2.  These birds are the only nocturnal   
 raptors.

3.  This word describes raptors because   
 they only eat meat.

6.  A raptor builds this on the cliffs at   
 Pinnacles to raise its young.

8.  This raptor hovers steadily, then dives   
 from mid-air to catch rodents. 

 2
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 6 5

 8

 9

 7



The animals of Pinnacles use their senses in different ways than humans.  
For example, raptors have terrific eyesight and see moving prey easily. Bats find 
food by using their large ears to listen for the echoes of their chirps. Coyotes have a 
keen sense of smell and rely on it to find food.

Use your senses to get an animal experience. Choose any place in the Park that's outside. 
You can be on a trail, at your campsite, or in any quiet spot.

Coyote Nose
Make sure you’re sitting down! Close your eyes and breathe deeply through your 
nose. What do you smell? Can you tell what the weather is like by the smells in the 
air? How would it smell if it was raining? Hot and sunny?

Sensational Hike

Bat ears
Close your eyes and 
listen. What sounds 
do you hear? From 
which direction is it 
coming from? Is the 
wind causing the noise? 
Can you hear humans? 
Animals?  

Raptor Vision
Be still and look around 

you. What do you see 
moving? If it’s an animal, 
where do you think it’s 

going and why? If it’s 
not an animal, what’s 

causing the movement? 



Pinnacles National Park is a release site for the endangered California condor. 
Biologists at Pinnacles do everything they can to help these birds thrive in the wild. 
Careful monitoring is needed to understand how these birds live. 

All these tools are used to track condors and keep them healthy. Can you match 
the tool with its use?

Flight Diverter
The power lines near Pinnacles are fitted with these 
curly wires to keep condors from flying into them.

Yagi Antenna
Biologists use these large, handheld antennas to 
locate free-flying condors.

Wing tag and transmitter
Every wild condor wears a numbered tag, a radio, 
and a GPS so biologists can track and locate the bird.

Field Blood Lead Test Kit
Lead is the number one danger for wild condors. 
Each bird is tested often for lead poisoning.

Mock Power Pole
Young condors are taught to avoid power poles with 
a fake pole that gives a mild shock.

Litter Bag
Keeping chicks healthy can be as simple as picking up 
trash so parent condors don’t mistake it for food.

Lead free Bullet
Park neighbors who use lead-free bullets for hunting 
help keep condors and other wildlife from eating 
lead bullet fragments.

Condor Comeback



Draw your face 
on the ranger!

Hey, Ranger!
You’ve just been hired as a national park ranger at Pinnacles National Park. Here 
are the first four questions you get asked. What are your answers?

Hey, Ranger!
Can I feed this friendly squirrel?     

O  Yes O    no

Why?

Hey, Ranger!
What made the rock formations? 
       

Hey, Ranger!
Can I pick the flowers?

O  Yes    O   no

Why?

Hey, Ranger!
What’s your favorite trail?



At Pinnacles National Park, we work to protect animals and plants that are in 
decline. We help them by making sure they have the right habitat to survive. You 
can protect them too. Enjoy wild animals from a distance and never feed them. Let 
plants and flowers grow so they can spread their seeds for next year. The sensitive 
species of Pinnacles thank you for your help!

Sensitive Species  

Find the animal names that are hidden in this word search. Each species is 
specially protected here and is dependent on the unique habitats found at 
Pinnacles National Park. 

  T C L S N C H J U Q V H Z E H 
  E O G E L K O V N P K O H L U 
  U N N O G U R V W X Z A F G F 
  G D O P R L N W Z C A I K A W 
  N O C L A F E N I R G E R E P 
  C R L L F L D S X R X R B N J 
  Y K A O V S L E S V J A I E K 
  E E F R H A I I G L D W F D E 
  X P E R E X Z V D G I Q T L F
  B W  I  M  Y  I  A  O  E  B  E  Z  Z  O  X 
  B  N  R  K  S  S  R  R  F  Q  A  L  A  G  I  
  E  E  I  E  U  Y  D  L  R  P  A  T  D  R  I 
  S  P  A  D  E  F  O  O  T  T  O  A  D  E  D 
  Z  R  R  T  A  B  D  E  R  A  E  G  I  B  R 
  Q  B  P  S  A  L  A  M  A  N  D  E  R  L  V

BADGER          BIG-EARED BAT     CONDOR 
GOLDEN EAGLE     HORNED LIZARD     LEGLESS LIZARD 
PALLID BAT        PEREGRINE FALCON    PRAIRIE FALCON 
RED-LEGGED FROG   SALAMANDER      SPADEFOOT TOAD 



Tic Tac Volcano

 
 


 
 


 
 


         

The rock spires that give Pinnacles its name were once part of a huge volcanic field.  
To create a volcanic field that big you need: 
  

 magma (molten rock), then             pressure, then                eruptions.

draw a straight line through the three steps in order to win at Tic Tac Volcano!

After all the magma erupted, the volcanic field became extinct and began to break 
down. To erode a volcanic field that large, you need:

                         water,         freezing temperatures, and                               time.

Each grid has a winning combination!



Every national park exists because someone cared enough about a place to protect 
it. Once a park is created many rangers work to protect it. 

Pinnacles National Park was not always a park, it started off as a monument. Over 
100 years ago Schyler Hain convinced the President of the United States to make 
Pinnacles a Monument. Today, his great-great grandchildren still enjoy a piece of 
American heritage that Hain worked to protect. 

Think of a place near your home that should be a national park.  
Write its name on the line below. 
Is it a    O   natural   or   O   Cultural   park?

Why should it be preserved for future generations?

Your National Park

National Park



Journal Page

What did you do today to help protect Pinnacles National Park?
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Illustrations by Mark A. Hicks.
www.MARKIX.net

Condor, Coyote, and Acorn Woodpecker logos by Cameron Fitch.

Activities by Pinnacles National Park Staff.

Revised and Edited by Guadalupe Zaragoza, 2013.
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